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Today’s Speakers 



*

*What has changed 

*Common errors  

*Sample statistics on panel requests 

*What is required 

*Examples of complete requests 

*Helpful tips 
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*

*New forms  

*Streamline the Represented QME process - 
Agreed Medical Evaluator (AME) offer no 
longer a requirement 

*Scope of what QMEs can address 
*Current treatment disputes will no longer be 

resolved by QMEs – Independent Medical Review 
(IMR) process will apply (Labor Code § 4610.5) 
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*

Mandatory forms for all dates of injury (DOI) 
 
* QME 106 – represented panel requests  

 
* QME 31.5 – replacement panel requests 

 
* QME 31.7 – additional specialty panel requests 
 
QME forms at DWC website: 
http://www.dir.ca.gov/dwc/forms.html#QMEForms 
 
 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/dwc/forms.html


*
*Excerpt of “Request for QME Panel Under Labor Code 

4062.2 Represented,” (QME Form 106) 
* Top of form example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Middle of form example: 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Total Reviewed June 2013*	6107	100%
Treatment dispute – applicant	26	0%
Pre-2005 doi			32	1%
Treatment dispute – defense	50	1%
MPN compliance		59	1%
Wrong form			61	1%
Vague medical dispute		161	3%
Other			178	3%
Premature			187	3%
No attachment		824	13%
Valid requests		1108	18%
Missing elements 30 (b)		3631	57%

*Requests received in January – February 2013
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*Common reasons for rejected 
requests: 

 

*Correct form not used 
*Claim number not listed 
*Unsigned form 
*Checkbox selections do not match dispute 
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*Common reasons for rejected 
requests: not 

 
* Improper grounds for requesting a panel: 

* Treatment disputes – now go through IMR 
* Disputes on non MPN physician 

* Premature submission 
* Vague or incomplete written objections 
 
 



10 

*

*   Labor Code § 4060:  Disputes on AOE/COE or 
compensability  

 or  

* Labor Code § 4061:  Disputes over permanent 
disability and future medical care  

 or  

* Labor Code § 4062:  Disputes over medical issues not 
covered by Labor Code §§ 4060 or 4061 and not subject to 
Labor Code § 4610 

 



11 

*

 

 

1. Write a dispute letter to opposing party 

2. Complete the correct version of request form 

3. Mail the timely panel request with written objection 
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*

* Labor Code § 4060:  Must include copy of written 
dispute letter that identifies a compensability exam is 
required (8 CCR 30(b) 

 

* Labor Code § § 4061, 4062: Must include copy of 
written dispute letter (8 CCR 30(b)); specify the dispute, 
naming the section is not adequate 

 

* (Tip: update your standard objection letter templates 
to include new information) 

 

 



*

*Medical dispute requiring comprehensive 
medical legal evaluation 

 

*Name of Primary Treating Physician (PTP) 

 

*Date of PTP report objected to 
*Cal. Code of Reg., title 8, § 30 (b) 
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*

When can the Represented QME Panel 
Request be submitted to the Medical Unit?   
 
*Parties must wait 10 days after written objection to a 

medical dispute pursuant to one of the sections (Labor 
Code § 4060-61-62) 

 
 

*An additional 5 days for mailing is required (Messele v. 
Pitco Foods, Inc. (76 CCC 956)) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes


mechanics for counting [see footnote 10 & 11, pg 1]; 8 CCR 10507]




16 

*

1. Panel form has all required fields completed 
* Dispute check box matches the medical dispute 

in the written objection  
* proof of service – final version 

2. Written dispute letter has all the required 
information (Rule 30 (b)) 

3. Request is mailed on or after the 16th day 
from date of objection notice 

   



17 

*Examples of complete requests: 
Labor Code § 4060

 

Represented Panel Request was submitted for an 
injury  that occurred on April 13, 2013 and 
included:  
 

*Written dispute letter that identifies a compensability 
exam is needed 

*Request filed 16 days after date of written letter 
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*Examples of complete requests: 
Labor Code § 4061

Represented Panel Request submitted for a January 
5, 2013 injury including:  
 

* Letter objecting to the PTP’s determination on 
permanent disability and details the name of PTP 
and date of report  

* Request filed 18 days after date of written letter 

 



*Examples of complete requests: 
   Labor Code §  4062

Represented Panel Request submitted for an 
October 31, 2011 injury including: 
 

*Written dispute letter which states objection 
to work restrictions as stated in PTP Dr. James 
Rogers report of May 5, 2013 

*Request filed 17 days after date of written 
letter.   
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*Examples of complete requests: 
    Labor Code § 4062

Represented Panel Request submitted for 
a March 30, 2013 injury including: 
 

*Written objection to claims administrator’s 
denial of left leg injury as consequence of 
accepted low back injury based on PTP Dr. 
Delilah Swanson report of July 12, 2013 

*Request filed 19 days after date of written 
letter.   
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*

* Use new form 31.5 for replacement panel requests 
 

* Use new form 31.7 for additional panel requests  
 
* Attach rejection letter as cover page when 

resubmitting corrected QME panel request – include 
copy of original form to streamline 

 
* Additional resources:  QME forms in DWC website at: 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/dwc/forms.html#QMEForms  

http://www.dir.ca.gov/dwc/forms.html
http://www.dir.ca.gov/dwc/forms.html


*

*Three easy steps for a successful represented 
panel requests: 

 
 

1. Submit completed panel form 

2. Attach related written objection letter with 
required information  

3. Submit timely requests 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Panel form has all required fields completed
Dispute check box matches the medical dispute in the written objection 
proof of service – final version
Written objection has all the required information (Rule 30 (b))
       Nature of medical dispute, name of PTP, date of report
Request is mailed on or after the 16th day from date of objection notice
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